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that there’s a commitment to get good legis-
lation out of the Congress.
Thank you all very much for coming.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 2:31 p.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House.

Statement on Zacarias Moussaoui
May 3, 2006

One year ago, Zacarias Moussaoui pled
guilty in Federal court to six counts of ter-
rorism, including conspiracy to murder inno-
cent Americans. He openly rejoiced at their
deaths. This afternoon the jurors in his sen-
tencing trial concluded that this man should
spend the rest of his life in prison.

Our thoughts today are with the families
who lost loved ones on September 11th,
2001. Our Nation continues to grieve for the
men, women, and children who suffered and
died that day. We are still deeply touched
by the memory of rescuers who gave all, the
passengers who ran a hijacked plane into the
ground to prevent an even greater loss of life,
and the frightened souls who comforted one
another during their final moments on earth.

The end of this trial represents the end
of this case but not an end to the fight against
terror. The enemy that struck our shores on
September 11th is still active and remains
determined to kill Americans. We will stay
on the offensive against the terrorists. We
will end their ability to plot and plan. We
will deny them safe haven and the ability to
gain weapons of mass murder. In these 4%
years, with good allies at our side, the United
States has killed or captured many terrorists,
shut down training camps, broken up terror
cells in our own country, and removed re-
gimes that sponsored terror. We have many
dedicated men and women fully engaged in
this fight—in the military, intelligence, and
homeland security; law enforcement per-
sonnel; and Federal investigators and pros-
ecutors who gather the evidence, make the
case, and ensure that justice is done. They
are doing superb work every day to remove
this danger and to protect our country.

We have had many victories, yet there is
much left to do, and I will not relent in this
struggle for the freedom and security of the
American people. And we can be confident.
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Our cause is right, and the outcome is cer-
tain: Justice will be served; evil will not have
the final say; this great Nation will prevail.

Proclamation 8012—National Day of
Prayer, 2006

May 3, 2006

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Throughout our Nation’s history, our citi-
zens have prayed and come together before
God to offer Him gratitude, reflect on His
will, seek His aid, and respond to His grace.
On this National Day of Prayer, we thank
God for His many blessings and His care of
our country.

God has greatly blessed the American peo-
ple, and in 1789, George Washington pro-
claimed: “It is the duty of all nations to ac-
knowledge the Providence of Almighty God,
to obey His will, to be grateful for His bene-
fits, and to humbly implore His protection
and favor.” Americans remain a prayerful and
thankful people. We pray for the safety of
our troops as they carry out dangerous mis-
sions with courage and compassion, and we
remember the strength and sacrifice of their
families. We pray for the good people of the
Gulf Coast region as they work to rebuild
their communities after the devastating hur-
ricanes of 2005, and we thank God for the
volunteers who have opened their hearts to
help their neighbors in a time of need. We
pray for the protection of innocent lives and
for the expansion of peace and liberty
throughout the world.

Through prayer, our faith is strengthened,
our hearts are humbled, and our lives are
transformed. May our Nation always have the
humility to trust in the goodness of God’s
plans.

The Congress, by Public Law 100-307, as
amended, has called on our Nation to reaf-
firm the role of prayer in our culture and
to respect the freedom of religion by recog-
nizing each year a “National Day of Prayer.”

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
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do hereby proclaim May 4, 2006, as a Na-
tional Day of Prayer. I ask the citizens of
our Nation to give thanks, each according to
his or her own faith, for the freedoms and
blessings we have received and for God’s
continued guidance and protection. I urge
all Americans to join in observing this day
with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and
activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this third day of May, in the year
of our Lord two thousand six, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and thirtieth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., May 5, 2006]

NoOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on May 8.

Remarks Following a Meeting With
Chancellor Angela Merkel of
Germany and an Exchange With
Reporters

May 3, 2006

President Bush. There will be a couple
of opening statements and then a couple of
questions per side.

Welcome back. Thank you for coming. I've
been really looking forward to this visit.
Chancellor Merkel has got a very good grasp
of the international issues. She’s a clear
thinker. She speaks very plainly. And I'm
honored that you came to visit.

I'm looking forward to taking the Chan-
cellor upstairs to my private residence after
this press availability to continue our discus-
sions and to have a dinner that is a continu-
ation of a personal relationship that is devel-
oping, where we're able to speak in such a
way that we're—can understand our—what
we're trying to say and understand our mu-
tual desire to work together to make this
world a peaceful place. German-U.S. rela-
tions are very important. They're—and I'm
just honored you came back.

I do want to mention that we did talk about
a couple of very important subjects. Obvi-
ously, we spent a lot of time on Iran. After
all, we’re close allies in trying to make sure
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that the Iranians do not develop a nuclear
weapon. We talked about the WTO round,
the Doha round for the WTO, and I appre-
ciated the Chancellor’s willingness to work
with not only the Europeans but with a coun-
try like Brazil and others, to see if we can’t
bring this round to a favorable conclusion.

This evening I'm going to talk to the Chan-
cellor about Sudan and the progress that’s
being made in Iraq. We've got a lot to talk
about, because we're friends and allies. And
so I welcome you; glad you're here.

Chancellor Merkel. Well, let me say that
I am indeed very pleased to be here, and
I am also very gratified to know that over
the past few months, we have been able to
strike up indeed a very, very good rapport,
very good relationship, indeed a friendship.
And we bolster that friendship mostly by fre-
quent telephone calls; we’ve been in constant
contact.

We addressed a number of issues here
today that—of mutual concern, chief among
them is Iran, where we are in total agree-
ment, saying that under no circumstances
must Iran be allowed to come into possession
of nuclear weapons.

We are in agreement, also, that a diplo-
matic solution needs to be found, and we
do see good chances for bringing this about.
But we also think that it is essential in this
context that the clear resolve of the inter-
national community is shown by standing
united, by showing cohesion on this matter.
And what is also essential and indeed crucial
in this context is that we try to draw as many
partners as possible into the fold and to clear-
ly show to the Iranians that this is unaccept-
able.

We also addressed the issue of the WTO,
the negotiating round, and we said that we
want a success of WTO. I explained to the
President of the United States that we will
use the upcoming EU-Latin American sum-
mit in order to get together again with our
partners there, in bilateral talks, and try to
impress also the Latin American countries
that it is, indeed, necessary for all of us to
come to a successful outcome here and that
all of these countries need to lend their con-
tribution to bringing that about.

Well—and T trust that this evening we're
going to continue discussing other important



